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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING — HOME OWNERSHIP — EAST KIMBERLEY 

570. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Housing: 
Can the minister update the house on how the Department of Housing is supporting home ownership for 
Indigenous Western Australians in the state’s East Kimberley region? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for North West Central for the question. 

This is another example of how we are delivering on our state housing affordability strategy—a strategy that the 
opposition did not have. Indeed, it is a strategy that gets people out of social housing and into their own homes. 
We have a strategy and we are getting on and doing something about it, and this example in the East Kimberley 
is a perfect example. It is not an easy task to get people in the East Kimberley out of social housing into their 
own house, but we are delivering on that. The East Kimberley development package transitional housing 
program is one of those programs we are working on. The objectives of this program are to provide stable, 
affordable housing to motivated Indigenous people, to help them develop independence, to take a significant step 
towards the creation of personal wealth and, of course, to achieve home ownership. 

How does the program work? The Department of Housing has built 40 new homes specifically to meet the needs 
of Indigenous people—singles, couples or families. One of the key components of the program is embedded 
support to help people transition out of social housing into their own house. That support is being provided by 
the Wunan Foundation. When I was recently in Kununurra, I dropped in on the Wunan Foundation and met its 
staff and also, importantly, its advisers. It has qualified financial planners who are Indigenous and who can work 
with Indigenous community members to assist them transition out of social housing. 

The objectives of the Wunan Foundation are to support people through goal-setting, financial management skills 
and referrals to community support agencies. To enter the program, people must satisfy three conditions. Firstly, 
they need to be employed or in training; secondly, they have to ensure that their children attend school regularly; 
and, thirdly and importantly, they have to participate in the support program delivered by the Wunan Foundation. 
There have been some sensational outcomes from this program. These are that all participants have received 
financial coaching to improve their economic status; and all program participants are employed, with 90 per cent 
of tenants engaged in full-time work, four per cent in part-time work and six per cent in casual work. By 
comparison, the Australian Bureau of Statistics census figures report that Western Australia has an Aboriginal 
labour force participation rate of 50.5 per cent—that is an outstanding result. Since the program commenced, the 
average overall school attendance of children is 94 per cent. Again, the comparison with figures obtained 
through the education department indicates that across the state Aboriginal student attendance rates are 77.1 per 
cent and in the Kimberley region it is 68.4 per cent. Since September 2012, there have been 126 referrals to a 
range of support agencies, including health referrals. As of June 2013, nine participants have made progress 
towards home loan applications, and two participants have had their application approved. 
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